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Mammals in North-East Scotland  
2019 Systematic List, with Selected Earlier Records 
Compiled and edited by Nick Littlewood & Alan Knox 
Email: a.g.knox@abdn.ac.uk 

Introduction and data sources 
This is the third annual report on mammals in North-East Scotland to be published within the 
North-East Scotland Bird Report. This year, we have incorporated several new data sources into 
the report. Management of biological records is frustratingly fragmented, especially from a 
recorder’s point of view, with a range of bodies collating data. While NESBReC 
(www.nesbrec.org.uk) remains our primary source, we recognise that many people are also using 
the online recording platform, iRecord (www.brc.ac.uk/irecord), and data from there are now 
included in this report. Records obtained through iRecord include those input directly by observers 
and also records coming through alternative portals, in particular the Mammal Society’s Mammal 
Mapper app (www.mammal.org.uk/volunteering/mammal-mapper). Observers are strongly 
encouraged, where at all possible, to contribute their records directly to NESBReC or iRecord or 
through Mammal Mapper. Data were also obtained through the kind cooperation of the British 
Trust for Ornithology. They collate mammal records submitted through their BirdTrack system 
(www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack) and also through their Garden Birdwatch scheme. 
These can provide useful distribution data for common species, but note that records we receive 
lack some key elements, such as observer names, so we cannot follow up if there are queries. We 
have obtained a small number of records from iNaturalist (www.inaturalist.org/), yet another 
online recording and data sharing platform, and from the River Dee Trust. Between these data 
sources, we collated 4,594 individual records, which is more than twice the number accessed for 
the 2018 report. Some species accounts incorporate summary information from additional sources, 
in particular from NESBats, the Sea Watch Foundation and Saving Scotland’s Red Squirrels 
(SSRS), and we are grateful to all for making this information available. 

Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 
There were 1,745 records, spread from Derry Lodge almost to the coast at Aberdeen. Most of the 
observations came from throughout Deeside and lower Donside. There were fewer or no records 
from the area between Stonehaven and Laurencekirk (where there seems to be a healthy population 
near Fettercairn, Edzell and Laurencekirk on our southern boundary), across most of Buchan and 
along the north-western edge of our region. Although well-recorded in and around rural populated 
areas, the species is surprisingly poorly recorded in our larger woods and forests. 

Results of the SSRS annual spring survey show that populations in Aberdeenshire are stable, and 
they continue to maintain their recently-found presence in some of Aberdeen City’s parks, such 
as Countesswells, Hazlehead Park, Seaton Park and Scotstown, and in suburban gardens. They 
have expanded their range along the River Dee to include Inchgarth and the Robert Gordon 
University campus on north Deeside, and Tollohill on south Deeside. 

http://www.nesbrec.org.uk/
http://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord
http://www.mammal.org.uk/volunteering/mammal-mapper
http://www.bto.org/our-science/projects/birdtrack
http://www.inaturalist.org/


Wood Mouse, Aberdeen, July 2019 © Mark Sullivan

Red Squirrel, Carnie Woods, September 2019 © Mark Sullivan

Roe Deer, Buchan, May 2019 © Mike Chandler

Brown Rat, Buchan, October 2019 © Mike Chandler

       



Common Seal, Donmouth, February 2019 © Mark Sullivan

Minke Whale, off Portsoy, August 2019 © Mike Chandler

Mountain Hare, Braemar, January 2019 © Harry Scott

Otter, Aberdeen Harbour, January 2019 © Mark Sullivan
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Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis 
To expand on the text in the Mammal Atlas (Littlewood et al. 2017) - Grey Squirrels arrived in 
the North-East in the late 1960s. One was shot in Glen Tanar in January 1971, and others were 
seen at that time in Glen Dye and Ballogie. Not long after this, one was seen on a bird table in 
Mannofield and from then on, the species became commoner in and around the west end of the 
city and in the suburbs of Deeside, using riparian corridors to assist their spread (Marren 1982, 
Lloyd 1983, Staines 1986, Signorile et al. 2016). A recent genetic analysis has shown that the 
Aberdeen population is unlikely to have arisen from an expansion from the south via Angus, as it 
is genetically closer to populations in the New Forest and Wales (Signorile et al. 2016). Aberdeen 
Zoo (in Hazlehead Park) received 10-20 Grey Squirrels from Weyhill, near Andover, Hampshire, 
in June 1971, all of which escaped within 24 hours of their arrival, and these were apparently the 
founding population for the Aberdeen area. (Leslie 2020, J. Buchan pers com). 

There were 415 reports of Grey Squirrels in 2019, almost all of them from within the Aberdeen 
City boundary where the species is still widely distributed. Once again this year, no Grey Squirrels 
were detected in Aberdeenshire during the annual spring survey. Aberdeen City, particularly in 
the north around the Bridge of Don, hosts the core remaining population. However, sightings 
indicate they were present, albeit in low numbers, along the River Dee as far as Peterculter and 
north of the city as far west as Kinnellar, with one-off reports from Pitmedden, Udny and Straloch.  
While the distribution of Grey Squirrels has not decreased since 2018 (although much reduced 
since the Mammal Atlas was published), city trapping returns show an encouraging reduction in 
density at many sites. Worryingly, there have been reports of Grey Squirrels breaching the county 
boundary at the North Esk, thus dispersing from Angus into South Kincardineshire: one-off reports 
from Fettercairn and Benholm were received. 

Water Vole Arvicola amphibius 
Just three were reported. One was seen swimming across the river at Seaton Park on 22 April 
(AC), one was found as a road casualty at Elphillock, near Milton of Cushnie on 21 September 
(AF) and droppings were noted at a ford on the Conrie Water (Strathdon) on 29 September (JMi). 

Field Vole Microtus agrestis 
Of the 26 records, 14 were submitted via Garden Birdwatch. The records came from 15 scattered 
locations, ranging from Miltonhaven in the south (one camera trapped on 5 July, NL) to near 
Rathen in the north (on 15 September). Most records were of singles, but three were seen at Culvie, 
near Aberchirder, on 27 August, comprising two young close to a dead adult (CaS). There was 
also a report, via Garden Birdwatch, of 11 on 2 June near Huntly, though without further details 
the possibility of a data input error cannot be excluded. 

Bank Vole Myodes glareolus 
Just 13 records were submitted, from six scattered locations. These included eight records via 
Garden Birdwatch. 
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Wood Mouse Apodemus sylvaticus 
There were 80 records of Wood Mouse, thanks especially to a series of camera trap records from 
Loch of Leys, Banchory (RS) and White Lady, Tillyfourie (ErR). Most records were from the 
Aberdeen area and lower parts of Deeside and Donside. 

[House Mouse Mus musculus 
No House Mouse, Mus musculus, were reported in 2019, underlining the relative scarcity of the 

species and the need for careful examination of any possible records.] 

Brown Rat Rattus norvegicus 
There were 15 records from 11 locations, spread from Miltonhaven in the south (one camera 
trapped on 5 July, NL) to Troup Head in the north (one at a farmyard on 29 September, IF). All 
records for which abundance information was included referred to single animals. 

Brown Hare Lepus europaeus 
A welcome increase in sightings, with 81 records. These were generally spread across the lower 
agricultural parts of the county to the north of the Dee. As with 2018, there were none at all 
reported in Kincardineshire. In Deeside, there was only one record west of Dinnet – two animals 
seen at Mar Lodge on 3 July (via BirdTrack).  

Mountain Hare Lepus timidus 
There were 50 records in 2019 (up from 14 in 2018), but none at all reported from the highest hills 
north or south of the Dee to the west of Braemar. Away from Glenshee and the surrounding hills, 
the highest count was of 30 on Mount Keen on 2 August (AGK). None were reported from 
Bennachie. The most easterly records were from the Cairn o’ Mount. 

Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus 
Although there were 238 records in 2019, many of these were from a relatively small number of 
tetrads, and there were no reports from many parts of the county, most noticeably the areas to the 
north of Huntly and Fyvie. Most records were of small numbers with the highest count being 100 
at Craignordie Wood, Inver on 14 May (AGK). There were two high-altitude records of dead 
individuals on 29 September: one at over 500 m on the Fungle Road and the other even higher, on 
nearby Tampie, Glen Tanar (IF). [A record submitted via BirdTrack of a single Rabbit near the 
summit of Lochnagar on 8 July requires verification.] 

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus 
Most of the 102 records were from around Aberdeen, Deeside or Donside. One dead on the road 
at Aderg, Braemar on 28 September was the furthest inland. The furthest south was one in 
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Stonehaven, on 7 July (SD) which the observer commented was the first they had seen there in 
over 20 years. One at Hatton on 12 June (JWn) was the only record north of Ellon. A road casualty 
at Millbank, Tillyfourie, on 21 February (IF) was the first record of the year, whilst the last was 
one at Pitmedden on 17 November. Regular observations in a Portlethen garden included three 
together on 5 May and potentially six different individuals visiting overall (DeM). 

Mole Talpa europaea 
Moles are among the most widely recorded of our mammals, with 129 records spread from coastal 
sites through into the uplands, with several reports from upper Glen Gairn. The overwhelming 
majority of records were of molehills and no records in 2019 referred specifically to live sightings. 

Water Shrew Neomys fodiens 
Following a surge of reports in recent years, there was less recording effort in 2019 and just two 
were noted. These were both at Portlethen Moss, where singles were found dead on 27 January 
and 7 November (both TW). 

Common Shrew Sorex araneus 
The 16 records, from 13 locations, were concentrated in central parts of the region around 
Aberdeen and inland to Alford, where one was found dead on 4 August (IF). The only record from 
further north was a Garden Birdwatch report from near Huntly on 3 November, whilst one camera 
trapped at Miltonhaven on 3 July (NAL) was the only record south of Stonehaven. A report from 
Drum Castle on 3 September referred to adults and young (TG). 

Pygmy Shrew Sorex minutus 

There were just six reports, from widely scattered locations. Three were found dead and one was 
camera trapped. One, at Asloun, Alford, on 8 June (IF) was being attacked by a Song Thrush, but 
managed to escape. 

Daubenton’s Bat Myotis daubentonii 
There were only 15 records of this probably widespread species which is usually associated with 
water, but can also be found in woodland and gardens. They were all along, or not far from, the 
Dee from the Pass of Ballater on 30 May (SFe) to the Bridge of Dee in Aberdeen on 8 October 
(KMc). Other records were from Old Aberdeen on 28 August (RT), near Inverurie in August (Bat 
Conservation Trust Waterway Survey) and at Meikle Loch in August and September (where three 
females and a male were trapped on 15 September; NESBats). There were 29 passes in 1 km 
during a BCT Waterway Survey at Cobbleheugh, near Dinnet, on 29 August (MTa). 

In addition, in a garden in Cults, a static recorder picked up 440 clips of this species on 94 nights 
(out of 222), from 24 March to 25 November. The number of clips on each night tended to be low, 
but there was a noticeable peak in the last week of July and the first two weeks of August when 
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up to 30 clips per night were recorded (Knox 2020). 

Natterer’s Bat Myotis nattereri 
Just three records were received of this scarce but under-recorded bat in the North-East: singles at 
Birsemore Loch, near Aboyne on 7 August and Ballater on 12 August (SFe) and at least two 
emerging from a roost in a roof at Kirkton of Durris on 20 September (AGK, ASa). 

Nathusius’ Pipistrelle Pipistrellus nathusii 
This is a tricky species to identify from low-frequency Common Pipistrelles by echolocation calls. 
However, the species was recorded in Old Aberdeen on 28 August (RT), Banchory-Devenick on 
30 September (AGK) and Meikle Loch on 18 August (30 passes at one recorder between 21:35 
and 23.09 hrs) and 15 September (NESBats). 

Unambiguous calls were also recorded in a Cults garden on 10 dates (out of 222), usually a single 
pass, occasionally two, between 25 May and 3 November (this was the first November record of 
this species in the North-East, although one was recorded in the same garden just three days earlier 
in 2017; Knox 2020). 

Distribution of Nathusius’ Pipistrelle. Symbols in grey show new tetrads in which the species 
was first recorded since publication of The Mammal Atlas (Littlewood et al. 2017). 
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Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 
There were records of Common Pipistrelles from across the county, apart from upper-Deeside and 
north and east Buchan. Early in the year, numbers out and about were low until the night-time 
temperature rose on 21 March, when there were 34 clips at a recorder in Cults (AGK). Seventy-
five were counted at a maternity roost in Strathdon on 14 May and 20 at another maternity roost 
at Gairnshiel on 20 August (SFe). 

A total of 18,868 clips were recorded in a Cults garden on 196 nights (out of 222), from 12 
February to 28 December, with the largest numbers in mid-June to late-July (Knox 2020). 

 

Number of 5-second clips with Pipistrelle calls recorded each night in 2019. Blue squares: 
Common Pipistrelles; Red triangles: Soprano Pipistrelles. See Knox (2020) for details and 
limitations. 

Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus 
The patterns of occurrence of this and the previous species were almost identical and both species 
are often (or usually) recorded together, but perhaps in differing proportions. As with the Common 
Pipistrelle, numbers were low early in the year until the temperature rose on 21 March, when there 
were 180 clips at a recorder in a Cults garden (AGK). Several large maternity roosts were reported: 
477 at Dunecht on 10 June (SFe), 241 near Potarch on 19 June (EBr), 140 at Arnhall, Edzell on 2 
July (SFe) and over 300 at a cottage at Cluny Castle on 5 August (RBr). Elsewhere, good numbers 
were reported at Drumshalloch Croft, near Banchory in June (MTa) and at Banchory-Devenick 
on 30 September (AGK). Checks of six bat boxes at Loch of Strathbeg found one male in May. A 
follow-up in September found males in three boxes – one of them with seven females (ASa). A 
bat tick, Argas vespertilionus, was found in a bat box at Crathes in early October, together with 
six resident bats (ASa). 

This was the commonest bat in a garden in Cults: 42,808 clips recorded on 204 nights (out of 222), 
from 12 February to 30 December, with the largest numbers from mid-June but extending into  
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mid-August (Knox 2020). 

Brown Long-eared Bat Plecotus auritus 
This species was recorded mainly from the valleys of the Dee (inland as far as Ballater) and Don 
with just a few records from the north of the county. The first of the year were on 13 May at 
Tillyfourie (ASa) and the following day at Strathdon (SFe). Three were found roosting in a tree at 
Duff House on 21 May (ASa).  

In a Cults garden, there were one to three passes on 30 dates, from 31 May to 13 October (Knox 
2020). 

Scottish Wildcat Felis silvestris 
There were five reports of Wildcats and four of Wildcat hybrids, but not all were subject to formal 
verification. Seven of these records came broadly from the region between Alford and Huntly with 
two from further south in Aberdeenshire. The year, 2019, was the final full year of the Wildcat 
Action project, which included the Clashindarroch Forest area as one of its Priority Areas. 

Feral Cat Felis catus 
Just two were noted, including one camera trapped at South Tillykerrie on 29 January (CaR, ErR). 

Fox Vulpes vulpes 
There were 124 Fox reports with particular concentrations in central parts of the region and 
especially around Aberdeen, where they are common in the suburbs. There was also a scatter of 
records across the north of the region. The furthest inland records were of scats at Cairn Leuchan, 
Glen Muick on 7 July (IF) and Culardoch, Invercauld Estate on 14 July (IF). The only reports 
from south of Stonehaven were from Johnshaven on 2 June and from St Cyrus NNR (SR). Of 
records for which the method of recording was stated, 61% were made using camera traps. One 
record, of three animals at Seaton Woodland, Aberdeen, on 14 November, was made using a 
thermal imaging camera (IT). 

Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus 
For some years now the Sea Mammal Research Unit has conducted research into seal and salmon 
interactions on the lower stretches of the Rivers Dee and Don (most recent report – Harris & 
Northridge 2019, from which this summary was prepared). Concern had been expressed about 
salmon predation, although an earlier study had suggested that the impact of seals at that time was 
an order of magnitude lower than that of angling (Carter et al. 2001). During a photo-survey 
conducted April 2016 to March 2017, totals of 19 Grey Seals and 17 Common Seals were 
individually identified in the River Dee and its estuary. Grey Seals were more frequently observed 
in the harbour and Common Seals upriver, and sightings and salmonid predation were both more 
frequent in winter. The seals consumed a variety of prey and only a proportion of both seal species 
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were classified as salmonid specialists (47% of Grey Seals and 29% of Common Seals). During 
this survey period there were 33 seal ‘events’ above the tidal limit of the river. Where identified, 
these were Common Seals and most reports referred to one individual. The furthest upriver was 
23 km from the sea (near Durris). Analysis of scats of Common Seals from the Don Estuary 
showed a predominance of whiting and flatfish in their prey. Seals of both species foraged for a 
variety of non-salmonids in the harbour. Camera-trapping is being tested to detect upriver seal 
events and perhaps identify individuals. Some Common Seals exchanged regularly between the 
Dee and the Don Estuary. Four Common Seals were fitted with telemetry devices in the Don 
Estuary. Tracking showed they foraged mainly in the intertidal zone north to the Ythan and 
Rockend and two later travelled south to the Tay and the Forth. DNA from skin samples from the 
four trapped seals indicated they were more likely to be from northern populations (e.g. Orkney) 
than from south-east Scotland. One Common Seal (recognised from photographs) was known to 
use the Donmouth haul-out and an Orkney breeding site over two consecutive years. 

In 2019, there were 87 records of Grey Seals, ranging along the coast from near Inverbervie (but 
none further south towards St Cyrus NNR) as far north as Pennan (but none further west to Cullen), 
and in the rivers as described above. On 5 June a Grey Seal was seen at Durris and subsequently 
shot (per J. Urquhart). Seals are not often reported far up the Ythan, so one at Haddo on 28 October 
was notable; it was reported as being a Grey Seal, but this was not confirmed (per J. Urquhart). 
The seals that tend to penetrate further inland are usually Commons. Numbers of Grey Seals at 
the Ythan haul-out continue to rise, with a count on 6 March of 5,425 (MS). Elsewhere, the largest 
count was at Wine Cove, Crawton, where at least 120 were present on 30 November (AGK). There 
were no counts from Boddam. The best places to see Grey Seals are at the Ythan mouth (view 
from the south side of the river only) and in the harbours at Peterhead and Fraserburgh. 

Common Seal Phoca vitulina 

See under Grey Seal (above). 

During 2019, there were 24 reports of Common Seals, all but one from the estuaries and lower 
stretches of the Dee and Don. A Common Seal was reported at Durris in mid-June (per J. 
Urquhart). Up to eight were seen at the Don Estuary on 6 March and 1 October (JH, DMc). The 
highest count on the Ythan was 13 (MS). Once again, there were no reports from along the north 
coast. Common seals are easiest to see at the haul-out on the island in the Don Estuary, best viewed 
from the upstream side of the main road bridge. 

Otter Lutra lutra 
Otters were reported from a wide scatter of locations, including the river systems of the Dee, Don, 
Ythan and Deveron. Records came from coastal sites, but also inland to near Quoich Water at 
Meall an t-Slugain. Further upland records included one seen at Glen Muick on 8 May (SFe) and 
an anal jelly 'dropping' found at 380 m altitude at Shiel of Glentanar (AGK). There were four 
records from in or close to Aberdeen Harbour (where the species is now seen frequently) including 
two on 10 February (IT). Nine records came from Seaton Park and adjacent parts of the Don, 
including three on 17 February, 28 October (DJ) and 19 December (IT). Three were also seen on 
the Ythan Estuary on 11 September (SC) and three recorded at Loch Davan on 9 October (KMa). 
There were just two reports in 2019 from Loch of Strathbeg. Other reports included one at Portsoy 
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Harbour on 17 February (BBr) and a road casualty just above the shore at the edge of Fraserburgh 
on 14 December (DCl). 

Pine Marten Martes martes 

Records were widely distributed from Deeside, as far up as Ballater (one on 10 May), north to 
Sandend, near Cullen, where one was watched crossing the road in daylight on 20 July (MB). 
Records are increasing in Buchan with singles at Pitfour Estate on 28 April (GS), Lonmay on 20 
May (MCh), at Charleston, St Combs, on 6 and 10 June (JDu) and at Cortes on 29 July (JCu). At 
least eight reports came from gardens. Just one report came from south of Stonehaven, at Lady 
Jane woodlands, near Fettercairn, on 3 February (RCa). Most records were of singles, but three (a 
mother and two young) were at Culvie, near Aberchirder on 1 June (CaS). 

Badger Meles meles 

Most of the 222 records were spread across lower parts of Deeside and Donside and across 
Buchan. The furthest inland up Deeside was one dead on the A97 near Dinnet on 28 December 
(KD). The only record from south of Stonehaven was of one near Luthermuir on 26 July (JA). 
Most were of one to three animals and many were recorded on camera traps or as road casualties. 
The only records of four Badgers were at Cushnie on 27 July and 22 August (BBu). 

Stoat Mustela erminea 
Reports of Stoats have been few and far between in recent years, with the four records in 2019 
being lower still than the five in 2018 and seven in 2017. Singles were reported from Ferrar, Dinnet 
on 2 April (PHe), Auchlossan on 27 July and a road casualty at Green Moss, Dinnet on 24 August 
(IF). At St Cyrus NNR, three youngsters were found dead on 11 June and were thought likely to 
have been killed by a dog (TA). 

Weasel Mustela nivalis 
There were nine reports, from widely scattered locations ranging from Miltonhaven in the south 
(one camera trapped on 5 July, NL) to Hatton in the north, where one was seen on 19 November 
(JWn). Most records were of singles. There were three at Girdle Ness on 17 August, but with no 
further details. 

American Mink Neovison vison 
There was just a single report, of one animal running about on rocks and catching a fish near 
Sandhaven, on 22 August (LN). There were records from nearby at Rosehearty in 2017 and 2018, 
suggesting that a population may persist in this area. Trapping of mink is carried out by the 
Scottish Invasive Species Initiative and partners, though summary data from their activities were 
not available at the time of writing. 
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Roe Deer Capreolus capreolus 

With 560 reports this year (up from 353 in 2018), this was a well-recorded species, but even so 
there were large areas of under-reporting. Many records were from camera traps, and most came 
from in and around Aberdeen and Inverurie. This reflects the species’ increasing presence in the 
suburbs and urban parks where damage to gardens and increasing tick populations are occurring. 
Roe Deer were reported from the across the county from Troup Head to St Cyrus NNR, but only 
two records were from west of Ballater and one was in upper-Donside. Most were in small groups, 
occasionally up to nine. There was an unusual record of one at high altitude (990 m) in the 
Cairngorms – in Garbh Coire, Braeriach on 20 July (IF). 

Cull data recently received from SNH show that in 2016/17 there were 130 Roe Deer culled in 
Aberdeen City and 4,742 in Aberdeenshire. 

Red Deer Cervus elaphus 

The number of records almost doubled in 2019 to 53; most were from mid-and upper-Deeside, 
particularly at higher elevations, with group sizes of up to 150. There were very few reports from 
Donside. There were no records at all from large areas of suitable habitat south and east of Aboyne 
other than two from the periphery of the species’ range: a stag on 23 May in the eastern part of 
Durris forest and one at Red Moss of Netherley on 3 and 9 July (the first record for the reserve), 
both camera-trapped (NAL). There was an exceptional record of three (two stags and one hind) at 
the Tore of Troup on 8 May; the animals were not ear-tagged and presumably not escapes (GR). 
Many of the increased number of records were based on droppings rather than sightings. 

Sika Cervus nippon 

None were reported by observers in 2019. There were none reported in cull returns for 2016/17, 
but four stags and a hind were culled in 2017/18 and two stags, four hinds and two juveniles were 
culled in 2018/19, on estates near Banchory and Lumsden (SNH). 

Fallow Deer Dama dama 

The distribution of this non-native species in the North-East is unclear, but it is common in 
Perthshire and parts of Angus. Two were reported as being culled in Aberdeenshire in 2016/17 
(location(s) not known) and 32 (14 bucks, 11 does and seven juveniles) in 2017/18 from a property 
near Newmachar (SNH), though it is not clear if these refer to free-living deer or were held in 
enclosures. One was seen (and photographed) walking along a street in Old Rayne on 10 
November 2019 (KS). 
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Cetaceans 
The records summarised here were received by the Sea Watch Foundation and NESBReC and is 
probably the least diverse range of species in recent years.  

Monthly total number of animals with number of records given in brackets: 
  

J F M A M J J A S O N D TOT 

Minke 
Whale 

     1 
(1) 

 1 
(1)      2 

(2) 

White-
beaked 
Dolphin 

       7 
(1)     7 

(1) 

Killer 
Whale 

    4 
(1) 

 -      4 
(1) 

Bottlenose 
Dolphin 

63 
(5) 

23 
(4) 

26 
(4) 

32 
(15) 

4 
(1) 

21 
(3) 

98 
(12) 

16 
(3) 

29 
(9) 

26 
(5) 

5 
(1) 

80 
(8) 

423 
(70) 

Harbour 
Porpoise 

1 
(1) 

1 
(1) 

1 
(1) 

2 
(2) 

1 
(1) 

4 
(1) 

7 
(2) 

7 
(3) 

1 
(1) 

2 
(2) 

9 
(3) 

2 
(2) 

38 
(20) 

Minke Whale Balaenoptera acutorostrata 
Recorded only twice during 2019. Both were of individuals, with one off Banff on 16 June (AMn) 
and the second off Donmouth on 17 August (KH). 

White-beaked Dolphin Lagenorhynchus albirostris  
A group of seven very active animals travelling south approximately one mile out from Donmouth 
on 17 August (KH) was the only report. 

Killer Whale Orcinus orca  
Two records of presumably the same four individuals: initially seen off Peterhead on 23 May and 
later in the day off Boddam (both via BirdTrack). 

Common Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus 

Recorded in all months of the year in 2019 though generally in smaller group sizes than previous 
years. Group sizes ranged from one to 30 animals, with six to eight being more typical. The first 
records were of three (TA) and then 12 (SR) off St Cyrus NNR on 12 January and a large group 
of 30 heading south past St Cyrus NNR towards Montrose on 23 January (MCr, SR). February’s 
sightings were both from Stonehaven, comprising three (RCr) off Dunnottar on 11 February and 
10 off Stonehaven on 13 February (RCr). The focus of sightings then shifted to Aberdeen, with 
almost all the records from March to June coming from Aberdeen, except for seven animals from 
Stonehaven on 30 June (IC). The most notable report during this period was of 20 from Torry 
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Battery on 25 April (EC). July was a busy month, with sightings along our coastline from Portsoy 
to Miltonhaven and usually of groups ranging from four to eight. The largest groups were of 15 
and 25 off Donmouth on 11 July (KH) and 12 July (KH) with three calves present on both 
occasions. The level of activity off Aberdeen continued through August and September, with 
reports from both the Northern Isles ferries and from land observations, all in single figures. 
October reports were again widely spread, with a maximum of eight from Stonehaven (NAL) on 
12 October. The maximum in November was six from Aberdeen beachfront on the 23rd (KH). 
Several reports were received on 25 December, but the monthly maximum was of 12 on 26 
December from Footdee (KH). 

Harbour Porpoise Phocoena phocoena 

This is one of the commonest and most widely distributed cetaceans in the region. Like the 
Bottlenose Dolphin, they were recorded in every month in 2019. Reports were usually of one to 
three individuals other than four from Quarryhead on 29 June, four off Donmouth on 5 July (KH) 
and four from Kirktown of Slains on 27 November (MDu). 
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Amphibians and Reptiles in NE Scotland 
2019 Systematic List 
Compiled and edited by Alan Knox & Trevor Rose 
This is the third report on the reptiles and amphibians of North-East Scotland. All are very under-
recorded and we urge observers to submit records to NESBReC, either on a spreadsheet (email to 
nesbrec@aberdeenshire.gov.uk) or via the online form (www.nesbrec.org.uk/recordingservices/ 

online-form) which includes an interactive map to help you find grid-references. Maps showing 
the distribution of the various species listed below can be found on the NESBReC website or 
through the NBN Atlas https://nbnatlas.org.  

Further details about all these species (and more) can be found in The Amphibians and Reptiles 

of Scotland, by Chris McInerny and Pete Minting (2016), which can be downloaded free of charge 
from www.glasgownaturalhistory.org.uk/books.html. 

Common Frog Rana temporaria 
Common and widespread, but we do not have even coarse information on trends or populations. 
Repeat counts of individuals or maximum number of clumps of spawn over several years would 
be useful. 

Fifty-two records were received from scattered locations from Aberdeen City to the highest 
reaches of the Dee among the Cairngorms. Individual frogs were reported as high as 1050 m in 
Garbh Coire, Braeriach on 20 July (IF). There were very few records from Kincardineshire. The 
first frogs of the year were two on 26 January at Scotstown Moor (JH) and the first spawn reported 
(but unlikely to be the first spawn) was along the Deeside Line at Bieldside on 9 March (AGK). 
Spawn was reported at 800 m between The Cairnwell and Carn Aosda on 21 April (SR). No pond 
counts were received, and most reports were of one to two individuals. The last individual of the 
year was on 23 October in Cults (per IB). 

Common Toad Bufo bufo 
There were just 18 records in 2019, scattered across the county with an emphasis on Deeside. The 
first of the year was one at Loch Muick on 25 February (SC); the first reported mating was on 23 
March at Sandford Bay, Peterhead on 23 March (AB). One was seen being eaten by a Hedgehog 
near Tarland on 20 July (KD). The last of the year was on 14 October near Banchory (MT). 

Palmate Newt Lissotriton helveticus 
A poor total of only 16 records in 2019, mostly of singles, but over 20 were in a pond at Bennachie 
during summer (ASa). The records were from 2 March (Bin Forest, AM) to the last reported on 
15 August (near Drumoak, CL). Apart from a single individual in Glen Ey on 21 April (JS), there 
were no records west of Kincardine O’Neil. This is not a fair picture of the distribution and 
occurrence of the species in the North-East. 
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[Smooth Newt Lissotriton vulgaris 
Several unverified records of ‘Smooth Newt’ were received. This species has yet to be recorded 
in Aberdeenshire. As Smooth Newt is the most abundant newt species across much of its UK 
range, it is thought that some recorders may assume that a newt that they see belongs to this 
species, without being aware of its apparent absence from our region. Nonetheless, this species 
could potentially occur, as there are verified records from a short way across the border in Angus.] 

Adder Vipera berus 
There were 26 records in 2019, all from Deeside from the Cairngorms and hills east to the Water 
of Aven near Finzean. There were no records from Donside or the north of the county, or from 
north of the Dee eastwards from the Dinnet crossroads. The first Adder of the year was at Kinord 
on 18 February (AGK, CR), where shedding was reported from 5 April (CR). Dancing males were 
seen on 5 April and 10 April, with mating on the latter date (CR). Two baby Adders (and the last 
reports of the year) were also at Dinnet, on 11 September (CR). Away from Dinnet/ Kinord all 
reports were of single animals. 

Slow-worm Anguis fragilis 
A welcome increase in the number of reports of our most under-recorded reptile or amphibian, but 
still only 11 records. All were between Banchory (Banchory Golf Club, 2 August, RM), and the 
regular site at the Muir of Dinnet NNR, with an outlier on Peter Hill on 20 September (ASa). 
Reports were received from 25 February (Dinnet, CR) and 21 March (Inchmarlo, FP) to 21 
September (by Loch Kinord, RS). 

[There were two further records: one from Glen Dee, 2 km above the White Bridge on 17 May 
requires supporting information. One was found on Downies Road, Portlethen on 18 June (DM), 
but it died later. This is well outside the known range and its presence at this location is 
unexplained.] 

Common Lizard Zootoca vivipara 
In 2019, there was a significant increase in the number of Common Lizard records to 54. Although 
this number is still low, this makes this the best-recorded reptile or amphibian in the North-East. 
There appears to be quite regular confusion with the identification of Palmate Newts as Lizards. 
For this reason, some records not accompanied by photographs or supporting information have 
been held aside. 

The first Common Lizards of the year were on 26 February at Dinnet (CR) and 23 March at 
Crathes (RW). Most records were sightings of single animals from upland sites in middle- and 
upper-Deeside, and from Donside. In the lowlands and nearer the coast, Lizards were reported 
from St Cyrus NNR (several dates and where 11 young were seen on 22 August, TA); near 
Stonehaven on 20 April (LM); along the bank of the Dee at Robert Gordon University on 29 April 
(RH); on the boardwalk at the Don mouth on 21 July (IT); Scotstown Moor on 26 August (JH); at 
Balmedie on 29 June and 19 July (CF, SK); and at New Pitsligo on 27 July (MW). A baby 
Common Lizard was seen at Dinnet on 11 September (CR). The last active animal was at Felagie 
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on 21 September (GR), although two adults were found hibernating whilst the observer was 
reconstructing a dry-stone wall near Banchory on 20 December (MT). 
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